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Registration is Open Now for
the Baker High School Trap Team

About 17 middle school
and high school students,
along with their parents and
coaches, braved bitter temperatures on New Year’s Eve
at the Baker Trap Club. The
purpose of the event was to
invite new members to the
Trap Team, enjoy food, and
shoot.
8th grader Conner Norton said, “I’ve grown up bird
hunting. My dad and I were
interested in shooting trap,
and I met Mr. Kimball who
invited me to compete last

Jaxon Ford and Conner Norton were
among those who braved the frigid temperatures to shoot trap on New Year’s
Eve.
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year. I really like the sport.”
Mr. Kimball said that Conner was a team captain last
year, as well. Besides shooting trap, Norton likes to wrestle, and history is his favorite
class.
Norton invited several others to join, and his friend Jaxon Ford was among them.
Ford likes hunting birds,
deer, and elk with his dad
and grandparents. He also
plays basketball and football,
and this year will begin golfing.
“Joining the trap team and
competing will be a good
way to enhance my skills,”
Ford said.
Coach Kimball is excited
that he gained about 10 new
team members even before
official registration started.
He wants to remind other interested middle school and
high school students that
registration is open now.
There is a hard deadline of
March 21 at 10 a.m. Pacific
Standard Time and no late
registrations will be accepted. The $35 fee is due at the
time of registration.

Current Resident

Those students wanting
to participate should send
Coach Zack Kimball an
email at zack.kimball@bakersd.org. He will then reply
with the registration link and
school code. Registration
sheets are also available at
the Baker Middle School and
High School offices.

Baker High School Trap Club and coaches braved the weather on New Year’s Eve.

Music is Such an Important
Part of Education
We will be featuring staff from the talented and dedicated
members of the Music Department in this and the next issue
of the Bulldog Pride.

Allison Mitchell, Baker Early Learning Center
Allison Mitchell said, “I teach music to the Kindergarten
students at the Baker Early
Learning Center. By creating a playful and fun atmosphere, I hope to instill a
genuine love and appreciation for music. The students
are exposed to all genres of
music, including the great
classical composers. It’s
wonderful to see how excited and joyful the students are
in music class. It’s fun for
me, too!”
“Because my parents had
such a great love and appreciation for music, music has
played a significant role in my life from an early age. I began by
playing the piano, the violin, and singing in the school choirs.
These experiences gave me a sense of joy and belonging and a
way to express myself. As a music major in college, my passion
for music continued to grow, and ultimately shaped my future
as a performing artist and educator. It is safe to say that I can’t
imagine my life without music, and I am so fortunate to have
the opportunity to share my love of music with my students.
We will be performing two more concerts at the Baker Early
Learning Center this spring, but the dates have not yet been set.
Outside of school, I teach private voice lessons to high school
students and members of the community.
I also adjudicate many vocal competitions in Oregon and give
vocal masterclasses to neighboring high school choir students.
In the spring, I will be singing in a joint piano/ vocal recital in
La Grande,” she concluded.
					
(Continued om page 2)

Check out the alumni Facebook page to connect
with other past students and retired faculty!
www.facebook.com/bakeralumni
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(Continued from page 1)
Dylan Francesconi, BMS & BHS
“I hope to instill a love for playing
contemporary music on instruments
of all varieties, and the values that
come along with overcoming the
challenges of learning and memorizing musical skills,” said Dylan
Francesconi.
“I’ve been a fan of music ever
since I was old enough to walk. My parents tell me that I used to
get really excited when I would hear a band I recognized on the
radio, even when I was a toddler. Therefore, music has carried
me all the way through my life. I love how music can create an
atmosphere for reflection of one’s life, how it can be a source of
energy for dancing and working out, and how it offers a healthy
space to put and process some of the heavier and darker emotions that come along with being a person in the modern world.”
Pending no more cancellations, the Pep Band will be performing at the remaining Varsity basketball games on the home court
here in Baker. The band program will have several performances
coming up in April and May: however, as of right now, the dates
for those concerts are to be determined.
When he’s not playing or teaching music, Dylan said, “I like to
write and produce my own music at home. Last year, I made a
beat tape titled “Froot Jacks” with the artist name “Mr. Sconez”,
and released it on all major streaming platforms. This year, I’m
hoping to find time to work on recording some cover songs and
start writing a rock album...I am also a big fan of the outdoors!
I normally love to hike and catch fish, but last summer I wanted
to try something new. So, I bought a stand-up paddleboard, fell
in love with it, and spent many days floating the lakes and rivers
of central Idaho where my dad lives.”

New Bus Loop Slated for
Construction at South Baker
Michelle Owens, Public Works Director for the City of Baker, met with Superintendent Mark Witty, South Baker Principal
Phil Anderson, other school officials, the architect, engineer, and
Code Enforcement Officer LeFever to discuss the proposed bus
loop at South Baker Intermediate School.
According to Owens, a right of way on 5th Street will be
opened and the plan is to pave a 20’ bus path and area for drop
off, utilizing part of the playground area. The buses will enter on
5 th Street and exit on 4th .
“The plan is for the project to be completed during the summer,” said Owens. School bus driver and secretary for the Maintenance Department, Christy Settles, is very familiar with the
congestion parents and bus drivers face as they attempt to drop
off and pick up students in a very tight area.
“This will definitely help to relieve that congestion,” said Settles, and resolve the resulting safety issue.

Shout
Outs
Shout Out to the Boy
Scouts!
Shout out to the local Baker
City Boy Scouts for picking
up trees throughout town on
Sunday, January 2. We appreciate this service at the
BELC. Thanks for taking our
tree, and what a way to help
out the community!
--Angela Lattin

Shout Out to Coach
Jabron Jones!
I would like to give kudos to
your head basketball coach.
I was a spectator at the
Pendleton v. Baker game
and was quite impressed
with his style. It is easy to
see he is an intense man
who can be heard across
the gym but critiques his
players quietly. The team
seemed to respond well and
work hard for him and the
team. It’s easy to hear the
negatives in our sports, but
I felt he did a great job.
--Tony Nelson
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Submissions welcome!
We welcome “Shout Out” submissions from
teachers, parents, community members - anyone
who wants to recognize someone for a job well
done. Submissions can be 100 words or less.
Email entries to shout.out@bakersd.org.

Smock, Dean Boman, Robert Keck, and Steven Harper for the work they do to
keep the wheels turning for
the school district.
It is greatly appreciated
to be able to send out an
S.O.S. when an unexpected freight delivery arrives,
and everyone shows up to
help. These guys come to
the rescue for a variety of
reasons.
I appreciate the teamwork!
--Sandy Harper

Shout Out to Eagle Cap
students!
There are not enough words
to convey the pride I feel for
our Eagle Cap students!
They have been working
so hard this year and have
earned a record number
of credits! You guys are incredible! While Eagle Cap
has some amazing teachers
and staff, our jobs wouldn’t
be complete without each
and every student. So, from
the bottom of our hearts
Shout Out to Middle know that we are so proud
School Athletes!
of you!
I would like to give shout --Eagle Cap Registrar
outs to our Baker Middle Torie Andrews
school athletes. They work
hard in class, practice, and Shout Out to Allison
during games.
Mitchell!
--Coach Jimmy
Shout out to Allison Mitchell, BELC music teacher,
Shout Out to the
for the hours of work that
Maintenance & Shipping/ were poured into the BELC
Receiving Crew!
holiday concert. The songs
A huge thank you for the were perfect, and it’s so fun
guys who work behind to watch the students learn
the scenes! I would like to new songs and play instruthank Curtis Dunn, Jeremy ments. Mrs. Paine’s class

provided a preview to Julie
Homan in the Print Shop.
It’s the best part of the holidays!
--Angela Lattin
Shout Outs from the Print
Shop!
The last few months has
been quite the journey
for the Print Shop. After
19 years, we have been
moved. It took a team to get
the new space ready for us
and another team of caring
individuals to help us pack
and unpack.
-- Julie Homan
Shout Out to the Print
Shop Movers!
Thank you to Curtis Dunn,
Don
Tiedeman,
Dean
Boman, Jeremy Smock
and Robert Keck—aka
“Our Maintenance Heroes”
(OMH). I know for them it’s
all in a day’s work—their
help at a moment’s notice
goes beyond the normal
thank you. So, OMH —
bless you for your positive
attitudes, your smiles, and
willingness to lend a hand
when needed.
-- Julie Homan

Happy Valentine’s Day!

Check out the alumni Facebook page to connect with other past students and retired faculty! www.facebook.com/bakeralumni
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Shout Outs
Shout Out to Angela
Lattin, Doug McAlister,
and BELC!
Thank you to Angela Lattin and everyone at BELC
for welcoming the Print
Shop into their building.
I’m sure the chaos was
challenging. It has taken time to get everything
placed, organized, and
functional. I would also
like to thank Doug McAlister, for his patience, helpfulness, and assistance
in keeping things looking
spectacular as we adjust
to our new surroundings
and maintaining tidiness.
-- Julie Homan
  
Shout Out to Julie
Mespelt!
I would also like to thank
Julie Mespelt for her assistance in the Print Shop
over the past few years.
She has become a good
friend and I am happy
for her as she begins her
next adventure which is
retirement!
-- Julie Homan
Shout Out to Christy
Settles!
Thank you, Christy, for
such a great job on the
“Missed Time Punch Report”. I appreciate your
thoroughness and communication.
-Rebekka Koettel
Shout Out to Kathleen
Christensen!
A big shout out to you!
Thanks for all you did for
me personally, and all you
did for Haines Elementary as a whole. You were
always a light within and
a better part of my day. I
miss you terribly! Please
take care of you and
yours.

Keep it up!
--Farrah Chastain

South Baker Paraprofessional Shout Out to the
--Brenda Martin
BHS Jazz Band!
I get to take gate money
Thank you, Julie Gentry!
often for basketball games
Times have been tough reand have had numerous
cently for many families, and
compliments from local parstudents at every level and in
ents and visiting schools
every school continue to face
about the awesome BHS
extraordinary challenges. I
Jazz Band! Way to reprewish to acknowledge that Jusent us! Thanks, Mr. F and
lie Gentry is going above and
crew for bringing this enjoybeyond the call to help Eagle
ment to all!
Cap students. Whether help--Farrah Chastain
ing to arrange medical/dental
Senior parent
care, reaching out to social
services for added support, or
Shout Outs from Mrs.
simply a field trip over to MarZickmund’s Leadership
la’s Mall to find winter gear,
Class:
Julie leads from the heart
to help our students with far
Shout Out to Stewart!
more than just their academI would like to shout out to
ics. I see the smiles on the
Stewart, our school janitor.
faces of kids she reaches evHe works very hard for us.
ery day; it makes me proud
He also continues to make
to call her colleague and to
sure there is a smile on evhave her on our team.
ery student’s face. Before
Thank you, Mrs. Gentry!
Christmas break, Stewart
--Thomas Joseph, Ed.D.
also took his own time to
get a Christmas tree for
Shout Out to Geno Bates
the commons and the high
and all the BHS office staff!
school.
While we are all tired of
COVID, it hit me like a hamShout Out to Anna
mer the first week back from
Belding!
break. It was debilitating, and
Thank you for helping me
it took all I had to make mywith math!
self rest and recover. I want
to give a very sincere shout
Shout Out to Mrs.
out to Geno Bates and all the
Stuchlik!
BHS office staff who stepped
Thank you for always beup to manage the crazy reing available to substitute
turn to 2022. Returning in
and being helpful, no matter
the conditions we did wasn’t
what class she is subbing
easy, and they did it with comfor. I appreciate her!
posure and professionalism. I
am appreciative of all of them
Shout Out to Jaron Long!
for their efforts.
I saw Jaron Long volunteer
--Skye Flanagan, Principal
to help pick up papers.
Baker High School
Shout Out to Taylor!
Shout out to Taylor Taylor at
South Baker for being in the
middle of it all and still rockin’
it! She’s always upbeat and
positive and is a magnet for
the kids every day at recess.

Shout Out to Majestic!
Thank you for always being
so kind and helpful when I’m
having a bad day.
Shout Out to Alex Wise!
Thank you, Alex Wise,
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for picking up trash!

being kind and bringing a
smile to people’s faces. He
Shout Out to Mrs.
is always making jokes and
Morgan!
having fun. He has a great
Thank you, Mrs. Morgan, for work ethic, but to sum it up,
pushing me to do things that he is an overall great perI don’t want to do. You help son.
me understand and realize
what is best for my future.
Shout Out to BHS
Custodians!
Shout Out to Mystery
This month, I would like to
Boy!
give a shout out to the cusThank you to the boy in todians of BHS. Thank you
the blue Nike sweatshirt for for working hard and keepopening doors after school! ing our school very clean.
And, for putting up with all
Shout Out to Angie
the messes we constantly
Johnson!
make. We appreciate your
Thank you to Angie Johnson hard work!
who teaches Algebra 2 for
always taking time with her Shout Out to Mak Flanastudents to make sure they gan!
know how to do the math Mak always has the ability
being taught.
to put a smile on any teacher’s and student’s face. She
Shout Out to Mystery
is always so helpful when
Young Lady!
needed, and a great person
A shout out to the kind young to rely on. She connects with
lady who complimented my so many different groups of
outfit Thursday in between people and makes everyone
classes. Thank you for be- come together as one.
ing so kind and caring to everyone around the school!
Shout Out to Stewart and
Summer!
A Shout Out to Mathew!
I would like to shout out to
I shout out to Mathew for re- Stewart and Summer for
spectfully helping to clean taking care of our building
up Mrs. Sullivan’s spilled and cleaning up after us.
coffee!
Thank you so much!
Shout Out to Dustin!
Thank you, Dustin, for always saying, “What’s Up?”
in the hallway and asking
how I am doing every time
I see you!
Shout Out to Jayden
Whitford!
I want to shout out to Jayden
Whitford for always having a
positive attitude and making
the school a better place
through projects in renaissance leadership.
Shout Out to Keven
Gutierrez!
I would like to shout out to
Kevin Gutierrez for always

Valentine Cookies
1 cup butter
1 cup sugar
1 egg
Mix together the first three
ingredients.
Add:
1/4 cup sour cream
3 cups flour
1 teaspoon soda
1/4 teaspoon nutmeg
1/2 teaspoon salt
Roll out on lightly covered
board with powdered sugar.
Bake at 350, about 10 minutes.
Frosting optional
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Chess Tournament a Rounding Success

The Chess for Success Winter Tournament was held on December 17.
“I am grateful for all these kids who
played with a lot of heart win, lose, or
draw. Way to go, Baker 5J chess kids, you
are an awesome group. I’m super proud of
you all!” said Ian Wolfe, chess coach.
He expressed appreciation to the parents, and plans for a spring and perhaps a
summer tournament are in the works.
“A huge shout out needs to be given to
all of the parents who volunteered and to
Dillon Multop and Paige Wolfe who were
my high school helpers. We couldn’t have
run this tournament as smoothly had it not
been for your amazing support.”
Following are the results of the tournament for the 1 st – 3 rd graders:
First Place:  Jace Carroll - 4.0 pts.
Second Place: Jamison Barnett - 3.5

pts.
Third Place: Jonathan Henry - 3.0 pts.
There was a four-way tie for fourth
place with 2.5 points between Levi Hindman, Henry Macy, Carson Ratliff, and
Will Brockman.
4 th – 12 th grade results:
First Place: Austin Hays and Dallin
Stocks - 4.0 pts
Second Place: Jarren Cikanek, Justin
Wolfe, and Jordan Wolfe - 3.0 pts.
Third Place: Evan Carroll, Glen Taylor,
Joseph Anders, and Liam Conklin - 2.5
pts.
Seven people tied for fourth with 2.0
points: Elias Taylor, Joe Chastain, Easton
Stocks, Jace Whitford, Avery Martin,
Anne Hindman, and Madison Cooper.
Medals were given to first, second, and
third place winners.

Photo credit to Ellen Bishop, Eagle Cap Extreme Facebook
page

BHS Freshman
Competes in
Eagle Cap
Extreme

Winner of the younger Chess for Success
group - Jace Carroll

School Bond Update
The next Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee meeting is
scheduled for February 8, and representatives from the committee will present an annual report at the regular Board meeting
on February 17.

Attention, Local Contractors!

Shout out to Judson Keys for the eight weeks of coaching and
The District and design/construction team will host an infor- mentoring! This crew spent the time writing and filming to create
mational event for local subcontractors and suppliers on Friday, their own movie. Look for “Among Us” on the big screen some
March 4, at 10 a.m. at the Middle School Gym.
day! And this crew at the Sundance Film Festival!

You’re Invited to a Community Open House
What: To review the proposed design for the new
BMS Cafeteria/Multi-purpose building
When: Tuesday, February 22, 2022 at 5:30 p.m.
Where: Baker Middle School gymnasium
Please note: Covid health and safety protocols,
including face coverings and distancing, will be followed.

Hearty congratulations to
Sofie Kaaen, a freshman
at Baker High School, who
competed in the Eagle Cap
Extreme Dog Race in Wallowa County. She raced 22
miles in the backcountry!

BHS Alumni
Wins Denver
National
Western
Stock Show
Michael McGinn won first
in steer wrestling during
the finals of the Denver
National Western Stock
Show on January 23. McGinn graduated from Baker High School and is from
Haines. Jake Brown of
Baker City also competed
in the finals.

Have you Been
Thinking of
Becoming a
Lifeguard?
In February, the Baker
County YMCA will be holding a Lifeguard Certification Training for free! After
passing the training, there
may be a job ready for you
right away.
Sign up online at bakerymca.org.
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Attention, Spring Athletes
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Brooklyn Student Coin Drive

Do you have a history of injury that has impacted your
participation in sports? Are you looking to improve your
physical health and athletic performance this year? Come
participate in a free Functional Movement Screen that
identifies movement patterns that may be contributing to
risk of injury or limiting your ability to perform.
It only takes 10 minutes to complete, and you will walk
away with a movement baseline, and a personalized exercise program tailored to fit your needs. Contact your
Athletic Trainer today to join in on Functional Movement
Fridays. Appointments available every Friday, beginning
January 21, 2022.

Driver
Education
Spring 2022 Registration
open now through February 15.

We want to see you at your best this year!
Courtney Raley, LAT, ATC, FMSC
Courtney.Raley@saintalphonsus.org
541-406-0112

8th Grade
Basketball Champs
Baker 8th grade girls won the Seaside 8th Grade championship Wow, Brooklyn students! In just two short weeks, they raised a whopon January 16 by defeating Tillamook, 37-24.
ping $2,089.37 with all those little baggies of coins they brought to
school. Combined with South Baker Intermediate, they raised an incredible total of $4,118.97 for the Les Schwab Toy Drive. This grand
total meant that Mrs. Collier rode a tricycle around school for the
whole day, and the community benefitted greatly from the students'
big hearts and tremendous generosity.

Check out the alumni Facebook page
to connect with other past students
and retired faculty!
www.facebook.com/
bakeralumni

Marla’s Mall Needs
Your Donations
The following items are needed to help meet the needs
of students and others in the community during the next
couple of months:
• New and gently used winter clothing for all sizes,
infant to adult. Coats, jackets, snowsuits, bib overalls,
snow pants, snow boots, heavyweight or warm gloves,
hats, and socks.
• Clean, warm blankets and sleeping bags.
• Any other items to help keep families safe and warm
through the winter months.
For questions call Marla’s Mall at 541-524-2309. Thank
you for your kindness and generosity!

Benefits:
• Teens who complete an
approved driver’s education course save about
15% annually on their car
insurance.
• Successful completion
means you will not be required to take the Oregon
DMV driving test to get
your license.
• Successful completion
reduces supervised driving
time with parent/guardian
by fifty hours.
For more information
and benefits go to www.
whydrivewithed.com. For
details and to register for
the Spring 2022 Baker
School District Driver Education Course, please visit
the following link: https://
forms.gle/F5XvC3QAxLT9Zzvj8
Registration closes on
February 15. Maximum
enrollment is thirty students. Enrollment is based
on application time stamp.
Students who are not accepted will be placed on
the waiting list and notified
by the Baker School District Driver Education coordinator.

6

Bulldog Pride

February 2022 • www.baker5j.org

Spotlights
Happenings
from around the
District

The kids had a blast at the annual Kindergarten
5J Maintenance crews had lots of snow to plow and shovel
sledding trip!
with recent storms.

When it is cold and snowy outside, they climb the
walls at Haines Elementary.

Sweet feet at the Baker County YMCA Child Care Center located at the BELC. Check out this
fun sensory activity the children participated in. What a treasured memory for years to come for
parents.

(Above) Nice turnout for the
First Friday Annual Student
Show at Crossroads Carnegie
Art Center.

Our school board members are the best! Thank you, Chris Hawkins, Julie
Huntington, Andrew Bryan, Jessica Dougherty, and Travis Cook, for all you
do for Baker 5J students, staff, and the greater community!

(Left) Keating Elementary
would like to thank everyone
who came to our caroling.
We appreciate the amazing
support from our community.
During our last song, we
invited all Keating alumni up
to sing with us. It was very
impactful for our students
to see the generations of past
Keating students.
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Alumni Profile

1972 Men’s Basketball Team to Be Honored
The 1972 men’s basketball team, cheerleaders, and
its star player, the late Daryl Ross, will be honored at
a future home Bulldog basketball game. The recognition was slated for January 21 but was
postponed because of a surge in Covid
numbers. The date is yet to be determined.
The 1972 team led by Head Coach
Gary Hammond, was the runner up at
the state championship game against
Jefferson High School, which was held
at the Memorial Coliseum in front of a
record crowd of 13,395 fans. The Bulldogs’ tenacity
against the formidable Jefferson school was touted in
many Portland area newspapers.

An article in the Portland Tribune called the Jefferson Democrats “one of the strongest teams in state
history”, complimenting the outstanding performance of the Baker Bulldogs against
their rivals.
The Bulldogs held the Democrats
to a score of 59-52 as opposed to the
blowouts suffered by other teams
facing Jefferson in which they would
score as many as 75 points.
The team consisted of: Fred Warner, Jr., Mark Johnson, Dick Sheehy,
Mike Davis, Daryl Ross, Dave Mack, Craig Erickson, Rick Scrivner, Randy Daugherty, Greg Sackos,
Tim Wood, and Wes Morgan. More coverage will be
provided in the Bulldog
Pride following the recognition night.

Daryl Ross

Wrestling Season is Underway
The Baker 7th Grade Boys
went 3-1 during their tournament on January 15. They
won their bracket. They lost
to Tualatin, then beat Sherwood, Tillamook, and then
Banks in the finals 46-20.
Congratulations!
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Middle School
Students Enjoy
Winter Fun
The Get Outside After School Activity Program
GOASAP for 7th and 8th grade Middle School
students, provides a number of activities including
cross-country skiing, snow shoeing, and downhill skiing. The youth also enjoy the opportunity
to rock climb, mountain bike, paddle board, fish,
and occasionally, a big camping trip. The first activity for the winter season is cross-country skiing,
which will be followed by snow shoeing. GOASP is
in partnership with Anthony Lakes, the Trailhead,
and Eastern Oregon University. Mandie Rose, a
science teacher at Baker Middle School, is the coordinator, chaperone, and instructor.
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Ski for the
Health of It

Bulldog Pride
Baker School District 5J, 2090 Fourth St., Baker City, OR 97814
541-524-2260 • www.baker5j.org

Huge thanks to Anthony Lakes Mountain
Resort and Baker School District 5J for
the return of the full Ski for the Health of
It program! This winter sport athlete just
arrived back in Baker City after the first day
of the SFTHOI season!

Baker School District Staff: Editor, Writer, Photographer
School board: Chris Hawkins, Julie Huntington, Andrew Bryan, Jessica Dougherty, Travis Cook
It is the policy of the Baker Board of Education and School District that there will be no discrimination or
harassment on the grounds of race, color, sex, marital status, sexual orientation, religion, national origin, age
or disability in any educational programs, activities or employment. Persons having questions about equal
opportunity and nondiscrimination should contact the Superintendent at the Baker School District Office
at 2090 4th Street, Baker City, OR. 97814 , Phone (541) 524-2260. All Career and Technical Education
(CTE) programs in this school district are open to all students. The District will take steps to assure that
the lack of English language skills will not be a barrier to admission and participation in CTE programs.
∙Section 504 Compliance Officer, Special Education Director, 2090 4th Street, Baker City, OR. (541) 524-
2260. ∙Title II Coordinator, Director of Curriculum, 2090 4th Street, (541) 524-2260. ∙Title IX Coordinator,
Special Education Director, 2090 4th Street, Baker City, OR 97814 (541) 524-2260

Lion’s Club Benefits
Students and Community
The Baker City Lion’s Club President, Jeff Nelson, is proud of
the work they do and shared that they recently provided approximately 600 elementary and Head Start students with eye exams.
Those who were given a referral for an eye test were provided information on how they might apply for financial assistance from
the Lions.
“Some families require help in paying for an eye exam, glasses,
and in some cases surgery. In the event surgery is required, we
apply for a grant from Lions International which helps not only
pay for medical treatment, but travel, and housing,” Nelson said.
In addition to the eye clinics, the Lions also have a program
called “Shoes for Kids” in which teachers who think a student
might be in need can give a child a gift certificate for a free pair
of shoes from Kicks Sportswear in Baker City.
“We also recently donated three cases of coats and two cases of
socks to Marla’s Mall,” explained Nelson.
Each year, the Baker City Lions also collects 1,200-1,400 old
pairs of glasses which are sent to a correctional facility where
they are repaired and then distributed across Oregon. The group
also supports youth YMCA activities as well as other events.
Nelson invites anyone interested to attend a meeting or consider joining. He can be reached by calling 541-403-2003.

Check out the alumni Facebook
page to connect with other past
students and retired faculty!
www.facebook.com/
bakeralumni

Easton Hansen - 5th grade at South
Baker Intermediate

46 Chess
Players
Turn Out
for Games
A total of 46 chess players competed between the
two divisions at the Winter
Tournament on December
17.

Congratulations to VFW
Patriotic Essay Winners
Each year, the Veterans of Foreign Wars
(VFW) holds an essay contest for youth
which gives them the opportunity to write
essays on a specified patriotic theme. Students who compete locally may qualify to
advance to the district, state, and national
competitions.
This year’s local Patriot’s Pen Contest
for 6th - 8th graders, was won by Jake McClaughry who was presented with a medal and $200. Second place, and winner
of $100, was James Bottger, and Maggie
Pierce won third place, earning $50.
The Voice of Democracy contest for 9th
-12th grade students requires entrants to
submit an essay and a recording of themselves reading the essay. Naomi Potter was
the first place winner, followed by Caitlin
Lien, earning $200 and $100 respectively.

