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Kyle Handyside graduates early while working a full-time job

K

yle Handyside tried to balance
working at Behlen Country
while attending Baker High School,
but he just didn’t have enough time in
the day.
He’d attend classes all day, then
head to work for an afternoon/evening
shift.
It wasn’t working well. So in March
of 2020, he transferred to Eagle Cap
Innovative High School, which offers
flexibility for when he could work on
his classes.
“Here you can pick your own pace,”
he said.
He ramped up his hours to full-time
at Behlen while working through his
courses at Eagle Cap.
This educational approach worked
well for him — so well that he graduated several months early. He earned
his diploma in March 2021.
Kyle was named Eagle Cap’s
Promise Student of the Month and
recognized at the March school board
meeting.
“They want the story of the kids
who do not give up. This was a clear
decision for us,” said Dr. Thomas
Joseph, principal of Eagle Cap. “Kyle
simply embodies the resilience and determination necessary to finish a diploma. Because we could offer him some
flexibility around his work schedule,
he managed to work full time while
finishing his remaining credits, and
even graduated early. I could not be

Kyle Handyside graduated a few months early from Eagle Cap Innovative High School
while working full-time at Behlen Country.
more proud of his hard work, or more
thankful to our staff for the support
they gave when he needed it. He is an
impressive young man.”
Eagle Cap celebrated Kyle’s
achievement with cupcakes and recognition on March 11.
Eagle Cap is located on the top floor
of the Baker Early Learning Center.
As Kyle entered the building, he was
greeted with a table full of colored
designs and tiny paper graduation hats
courtesy of the BELC kindergarten
classes.
The display brought a smile to his
face.
“They color a lot better than I did,”
he said.

Kindergartners at the Baker Early Learning Center
created this display to celebrate Kyle.
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Third-grade leaders

A

huge crisp, clean SHOUT OUT
to Mrs. Yates and Ms. Sullivan
and their third grade leadership group.
Thanks for taking the time to pick up
trash around our school. Taking pride
in our schools is a great lesson for all
of us. Keep it up!
Amanda Washington

Valuable math helpers

N

icole Miller and Al Makinson
have been doing a wonderful
job helping BMS math students. They
are in our classrooms every day helping, on Zoom tutoring, and available
for after school help (in person and
on Zoom). They have been a huge
asset this year to helping 7th and 8th
graders learn math. We couldn’t do it
without them.
Becky Schuette and
Kristen Spaulding

Thanks to A. Lakes!

S

hout out to Chelsea Judy and the
Anthony Lakes Mountain Resort
staff and instructors for ensuring our
Baker School District students had
the opportunity to participate in Ski
For the Health of It this year. Adjusting to all the pandemic protocols
wasn’t easy, but the crew at ALMR
got it done, and nearly 140 students in
grades 4-12 participated.
Angela Lattin

To the SPED paras:

T

hank you to Tracey Warner, Jay
Billings, Sophia Galyen, Isabella Nemec, Robin Torres, Amanda
Washington, and Karen Emmons for
the wonderful work they do with our
special education students at Brooklyn. They work tirelessly to make
learning fun and approachable for our
students. I appreciate all of you!
Channin Becker

Shout Outs
Submissions welcome!
We welcome “Shout Out” submissions from teachers, parents,
community members - anyone who wants to recognize someone for a job well done. Submissions can be 100 words or less.
Email entries to shout.out@bakersd.org.

Teachers on loan

O

n behalf of our students, let me
please show gratitude to several staff members who were asked,
on the fly, to adjust their teaching as
we accommodate the large number
of students requesting an all online
experience this year. Matt Banta, Kari
Anderson, Robbie Langrell, Natalie
Morgan and Al McCauley — your
professionalism, care, and dedication
to all 5J students, no matter their path,
is heartfelt.
Thomas Joseph, Ed.D

Girls soccer stays tough

T

he winter season has been a
huge challenge for girls varsity
soccer. They have met that challenge
head-on with great results. In the
best of times, the team has played
with only one substitute to relieve
their winded teammates. At the
season’s toughest points, they played
short-handed for much of an 80-minute match! Through it all, the girls
have held their heads up high, making spectacular plays, and improving
every day. Facing snowy practices,
monotonous indoor training sessions,
and frigid fitness runs, the girls have
remained tough and dedicated to their
team. Thanks for working hard this
season girls. We are very proud of
you!
Coaches Eric, Christine,
and Barrington

Love reading the
Bulldog Pride

K

udos to Lisa Jacoby for the
excellent job of the Bulldog
Pride. It is so nice to read positive
articles about our 5J staff.
Jerri Wickert

Thanks, BMS coaches!

T

hank you to Al McCauley and
the BMS coaches for making the
“fall” athletic seasons work! I appreciate your dedication to our student-athletes.
Angie Johnson

Thanks, bus drivers

S

hout out to the Baker School District transportation department
for getting the Ski For the Health of It
participants to the mountain and back
this year. Our bus crew is the best!
Angela Lattin

To Angela:

W

e at Anthony Lakes want to
recognize Angela Lattin for
coordinating this year’s Ski for the
Health of It program, as well as all of
the 5J staff, volunteers and bus drivers,
students and families. Without everyone’s help, flexibility, and support, this
program would not be what it is today.
Thank you for making the program

happen during such a unique and challenging season. We’re already looking
forward to next year!
Chelsea Judy and ALMR

Thanks for the help!

A

long overdue shout out to the
bus drivers is in order for all the
help they have provided food service
since last March. Food service has
been counting on the aid of the bus
drivers to disperse meals directly to
the doors of many students this past
year. They have traveled all around
town as well as to Haines, Sumpter,
Keating and extra kudos to Lynn Perkins who has battled long, icy driveways at the base of the Elkhorns. We
so appreciate your help and willingness to go the extra mile. Thank you.
Jessica Dalton

Thank you, Cathy!

A

great big thank you to Cathy
Martin at the district office!
This is perhaps the busiest time of
year for personnel with new postings
and lots of changes, and not only does
Cathy execute these duties with speed
and efficiency, she is graceful and
pleasant the entire time. Thank you,
Cathy, for making this season easier
on all of us!
Katy Collier

The BELC team

W

e love our school. We all support each other.
BELC staff

Shout out to Julie!

W

e would like to give a shout
out to Julie Homan in the
print shop. She is always amazing at
helping us design certificates. She recently helped design our spring fundraiser tickets and they look amazing!
Thank you for all of your support!
Keating Elementary
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Finalists
named in FFA
agriscience
projects
A

griculture classes at
Baker Middle School
and Baker High School have
implemented scientific research
this year, and several students
elected to compete at the state
level for FFA.
Baker students brought home
five state championships:

Jose Armenta

• Jose Armenta (BMS):
State Champion, Plant Systems
Division 1. Jose researched the
effects of pH on the germination
of grass seed.
• Lance Kerns (BMS): State
Champion, Food Products &
Processing Division 1. Lance
studied storage methods to keep
tomatoes from going bad.
• Neah Thomas (BHS): State
Champion, Social Systems
Division 3. Neah studied the
effects on stress level of people
using equine therapy, collecting
data such as blood pressure and
heart rate after interacting with
horses.
• Skye Smith (BHS): State
Champion, Animal Systems
Division 3. Skye conducted her
experiment on horses and if they
have taste preferences using
treats.
• Weston Bryant and Dillon
Multop (BHS): State Champion, Animal Systems Division 4.
Weston and Dillon studied the
effects of different colored lights
on the behavior of fish.

Lance Kerns

Neah Thomas

Skye Smith

Dillon Multop
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Alumni memories

Phyllis Badgley
Class of 1942

P

hyllis Badgley clearly
remembers her first day of
school at North Baker Elementary.
Her teacher, Mrs. Cartwright,
asked the students to recite their
names.
Phyllis was quick to answer:
“Phyllis May.”
Mrs. Cartwright responded:
“Phyllis May what?”
Phyllis stood up, put her hands
on her hips and clearly said, “My
name is Phyllis Margaret May and
I can spell it, too!”
She smiles at the memory, now
90 years in the past.
Phyllis turned 97 on April 7. She
has spent all of her life in Baker
City —except for her time in Cadet Nurse Corps training and about
six months in Portland.
Her first year in the Baker
School District also included her
first proposal.
“Bobby Miles — he and I liked
each other,” she said. “One day he
brought me a ring. My first grade
engagement.”
Phyllis took the ring home. Her
mother noticed and, after hearing
the story, called Bobby’s mom...
who discovered a missing ring in
her jewelry box.
“I had to give it back. It was a
broken engagement!” Phyllis said.
She attended second and third
grades at the Central Building,
then went back to North Baker for
grades 4, 5 and 6.
Her junior high years, grades
7-9, were at Helen M. Stack. She
particularly remembers walking to
school one frigid morning.
“The time the temperature got

to 30 below, I didn’t think we had
to go to school. But we did,” she
said.
High school was back at the
Central Building. The girls’ fashions included saddle shoes, and
“lots of skirts and tops so they
could be interchanged,” she said.
The boys wore yellow corduroy
pants. Bicycles far outnumbered
the cars.
Sports were a big pastime —
she remembers standing on the
sideline of the football field and
chanting “Hold that line! Hold that
line!”
“I didn’t even know what it
meant, but I participated,” she
said.
Midway through her senior year,
in December 1941, Japan bombed
Pearl Harbor and the United States
entered World War II.
She graduated in June 1942.
“With Pearl Harbor being just a
few months earlier, by the time we
graduated a lot of our fellas had
enlisted,” she said.
She entered the Cadet Nurse
Corps in 1943, and received her
training in Tacoma. She then
returned to work at St. Elizabeth
Hospital in Baker.
“There was a satisfaction in
serving the hometown community,
the people I knew,” she said.
After about a year, she left to
work at Doernbecher Hospital
in Portland for about six months,
then returned to Baker. She
worked at a number of banks in
Baker, married Don Badgley, and
raised children Joyce and Rick.
She volunteered in the commu-

Phyllis Badgley

Phyllis in her Cadet Nurse Corps
uniform in World War II
nity as well, including Baker United Methodist Church, Baker Heritage Museum, and the National
Historic Oregon Trail Interpretive
Center. She’s also written many
local history essays published in
the Baker City Herald.

Are you alumni or retired faculty of Baker School District? Visit bakerhighalumni.org
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The perks of preschool
B

aker Head Start is “Calling All Astronauts” for the
2021-2022 school year.
“Dreams begin at Head Start,”
said Robert Kleng, director of
Eastern Oregon University Head
Start.
In Baker City, Head Start
is located in the Baker Early
Learning Center (BELC) along
with the Baker School District’s
kindergarten classes. The BELC
is at 2725 Seventh St.
Head Start has several programs.
Mixed-age classes for 4- and
5-year-olds are at the BELC.
There are 80 slots, a portion of
which are funded by Preschool
Promise for families with income that is 200% or less of the
federal poverty level ($52,400
for a family of four).
Head Start also has a class
for 3-year-olds as well as Early
Head Start for ages 0 to 3.
Early learning opportunities
for children ages 0 to 5 have
been at the forefront of community partnerships and planning in
recent years.
The BELC opened in the fall
of 2020.
“It’s an amazing opportunity
for the community to have this
level of early childhood education,” Kleng said.
He said Head Start uses the
“best evidence-based curriculum” and works with the family
to set individualized goals for
the child.
Having preschool and kindergarten in the same building helps
teachers collaborate, talk about
curriculum, and work on the

Head Start students
work together to
prepare a meal in a
play kitchen.

transition to kindergarten.
“There are things our teaching
teams are learning from kindergarten, and vice versa. It’s a true
partnership,” Kleng said.
Families can apply to Head
Start any time of year. For those
considering preschool options
for the fall of 2021, Kleng suggests submitting an application
by August 1.
The QR code at right can be
scanned to quickly access the
application.
Families can also email Jen
Goodman at goodmajd@eou.edu
or call 541-786-5535.

For a quick link to
the Head Start
application, scan
the QR code:

5-year,
$4 million bond
on May ballot
T

he Baker
School District
If approved, the
board of directors
5-year,
will ask the com$4 million bond
munity to approve
would be matched
a 5-year, $4 million
by a $4 million
bond measure on the
state grant, plus
May 2021 ballot.
$4 million from the
The proposed bond
district. The total
would cost property
$12 million would
owners approximately 66 cents per
upgrade
$1,000 of assessed
mechanical and
property value —
electrical systems,
about $66 per year
add safety and
on a home assessed
security at all
at $100,000.
schools, and
“That’s not a bad
construct a
investment to help
cafeteria at BMS.
keep our school
facilities in good
shape, and a lot cheaper than trying to find a way
to build new,” said school board member Andrew
Bryan.
If the bond is approved, the district would also
qualify to receive $4 million in state matching
grant funds from the Oregon Department of
Education’s Oregon School Capital Improvement
Matching (OSCIM) program. The $4 million
bond and $4 million OSCIM grant would be
combined with $4 million from the district’s
Capital Projects and Student Investment Account
for a total of $12 million.
These funds would be used to upgrade mechanical and electrical systems in all schools, and to
construct a 5,000-square-foot kitchen/cafeteria
at Baker Middle School. Bond funds would also
be used for safety and security improvements at
every school.
For more information about the bond measure,
visit www.bakersdbond.org.
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Ski for the Health of It
Local students learn to ski and snowboard in a modified program

F

or the past seven years, Anthony Lakes Mountain Resort has offered a program called Ski for the Health of
It to help local youth learn how to ski and snowboard.
As with so much in the past year, the program had to adjust
to current health guidelines due to the coronavirus pandemic.
But students still hit the slopes. The modified schedule
welcomed groups of 50 to the mountain on one Friday. A
total of 130 participated across grades 4 to 12. Priority was
given to those who had never skied or snowboarded. The
cost was $10.
“While this season’s Ski for the Health of It program
was a little different than the past seven years, the program
was once again successful in getting Baker School District
students outside, on the mountain, and participating in a
healthy, life-long sport,” said Chelsea Judy, ALMR marketing director.
Traditionally, the program was open to students in grades
4-12 who practiced skiing or snowboarding every Friday for
eight weeks. The program receives funding from the Leo
Adler Foundation and Community Bank.
“We are hopeful that we can return to the regular eightweek program next season,” Judy said.
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Spotlights
Happenings from
around the district

Read Across America in early March had elementary students dressing in wacky clothes
and silly socks. Here the students at Keating Elementary show off their sock style.

Kindergarten students at the Baker Early Learning Center created
leprechaun traps to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day.

Students in Cynthia Norton’s class made an adaptation inspired from a plant or an animal. Some students invented a catapult to launch things, other students came up with a
sort of pod, like the venus flytrap plant, to capture things. One group made a table out
of popsicle sticks, and another created a rocket out of toilet paper rolls.
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Baker High launches trap team
R

iley Hurliman braces herself
against the gusty north wind
and takes aim with her shotgun.
“Pull!” she says.
A clay target launches from the
trap, moving fast, as she squeezes
the trigger and hopes to see the disc
explode.
Every Thursday, Riley and 11
other members of the Baker High
School Trap Club gather for practice at the Baker Trap Club.
This is the club’s first season,
joining a growing sport across the
state.
“They’re pushing about 50 teams
in the state this year. There were
half that five years ago,” said Zack
Kimball, head coach.
The course is set up with five
locations in a row. Participants take
turns shooting at a target until they
go through 25 rounds. After every
five, they rotate to a new position.
Scorekeepers mark misses and
hits.
Team members must pass hunter’s safety or the league safety
course before participating. They
provide their own firearm and am-

munition.
The team has nine members:
Cody Eskew, Ryan Hansen, Riley
Hurliman, Dawson McGinn, Ethan
Morgan, Zane Morgan, Conner
Norton, Matthew Rabourne, and
Seth Turner.
Coaches are Zack Kimball,
Wayne Paxton, Heath Paxton, and
Alan Glover.
Local donations will help purchase jerseys, shooting vests, and
hats.
“The team has received generous
donations from community members that are really helping purchase
everything we need to compete at a
high level,” Kimball said.
Although the spring wind was
cold at their first practice, smiles
came easy.
“It’ll make the clay pigeons slower,” Zane Morgan said with a grin.
Ethan Morgan said clay shooting
is good practice for hunting season.
“I miss a lot of ducks, so this
helps me,” he said.
For updates, follow Baker High
School Trap Team on Facebook.

Dawson McGinn takes his turn during a practice.

Zane Morgan fires at a clay pigeon during a practice of the Baker High School trap club.

Head coach Zack Kimball keeps score as Ethan Morgan aims at a target.
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How do students
register for
summer programs?
Baker School District is
making plans for summer
programs for students from
grades PreK to grade 6.
High school students interested in working at Summer
Academy can check the “Employment Opportunities”
tab on www.baker5j.org.
Baker Technical Institute
will have courses for adults
and camps for youth this
summer. For details, check
bakerti.org or BTI’s pages on
Facebook and Instagram.
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Looking ahead to summer
Summer Academy, BTI plan for summer of 2021

B

aker School District
will again offer a
variety of summer activities
opportunities for students.
Summer Academy will
run for five weeks from June
28 to July 30. It will meet
Monday through Thursday
and is open to students from
pre-kindergarten to grade 6.
Classes will run from 8
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Summer Academy offers
paid assistant positions for
high school students. These
will be posted on the district’s website, www.baker5j.
org. Click on “Employment
Opportunities.”
Kinder Boost for incoming
preschoolers will run as part
of Summer Academy.
PreK will be located at the
Baker Early Learning Center.
Grades K-3 will be at Brooklyn Primary, and grades 4-6
will attend at South Baker
Intermediate.

Baker Technical Institute
BTI is planning to again
offer summer programs for
both adults and youth.
Thanks to a grant from the
Bureau of Labor and Industries (BOLI), BTI is offering
a heavy highway construction
pre-apprenticeship program.
The first session is offered for
women-only. Tuition for the
three-week, 120-hour course
will be paid by the BOLI
grant. For younger students,
funds from the BOLI grant
will help BTI offer a oneweek construction camp for
middle school students.

Baker Summer Academy in 2020 included a variety of physically distanced activities, such
as reading outside on the warm summer days.
BTI will run nursing assistant programs in La Grande
and at the Baker campus,
as well as courses in heavy
equipment and truck driving.
“The full suite of BTI
programs will be running for
adults,” said Doug Dalton,
BTI president.
Another grant, this one
from the Vocational Rehabilitation Services Department
from the state of Oregon, will

fund summer work experience for students across
Eastern Oregon in the Youth
Transition Program (YTP).
This program runs from July
7 to Aug. 13. Students will
choose a career pathway to
explore (healthcare, welding,
construction, or culinary)
and earn a wage while they
learn career skills and spend
time with professionals in the
related industry.

Several STEAM camps
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math)
will be offered including one
working with robotics, drones
and computer programming,
and another focused on wilderness survival skills.
To explore the various
offerings at BTI, go to their
website, bakerti.org, or check
the BTI pages on Facebook
and Instagram.

