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She Loves a Good Adventure

Caitlyn Calaway is really excited about moving into her first
apartment, just like any 22-year-old young woman would be. Her
new home is bright and cheerful which are just two of many adjectives one could use to describe her.
There are many things about Caitlyn, however, which are definitely unique.
To begin with, she was recently selected as one of four Oregonians to participate in the Special Olympics USA Games in Orlando, Florida. The event will take place in June, and Caitlyn will
compete in four swimming events: the freestyle, breaststroke, and
two medley relays. Her other three teammates hail from Multnomah, Washington, and Jackson counties, and are comprised of
another girl and two boys. In April, she will travel to the west side
of the state to train with her team for a week.
“The breaststroke is my favorite. I do it all the time and like
it because I have better control of my breathing,” Caitlyn said.
“Breathing is really important when you’re swimming.”
In middle school, she joined the Barracuda swim team for
Baker and then joined the high school team. Caitlyn lettered as
a freshman, competing against all mainstream kids. She had no
special accommodations, something which her mom Kareen is
especially proud of.
“Paula Moe has coached her from the beginning. Caitlyn
doesn’t necessarily understand the significance of what it means
to ‘letter’, especially as a freshman, but I do!” explained Kareen.
When she is not swimming, Caitlyn enjoys many activities.
She loves to listen to music, dance, sing, create art, and make
jewelry. She really enjoyed learning about music in choir during
her junior and senior year and has been dancing since she was
a little girl. Like many others who enjoy music, Caitlyn uses her
headphones a lot and dances using her X-Box. She really likes
Pop music and especially enjoys K-Pop, which is Korean popular

music.
“I like it because they sing in different languages,” Caitlyn said.
She graduated with her friends from Baker High School in
2018, and like many students with special needs, went to school a
bit longer to gain more skills. She was involved in many activities
like the Bulldog Blender which makes specialty drinks, worked
in Marla’s Mall, and in the high school kitchen. It was there she
learned an important skill that is serving her well today. She operated the dish washer and now has a part-time job working 20
hours per week at Barley Brown’s washing dishes.
“Theirs is just like the one at the school. I’m comfortable
working at Barley’s and am hitting it off with the other workers. I
like it that they let me wear headphones and listen to my music,”
said Caitlyn.
“I wanted to work at Barley’s because I really love their food!
We go there a lot and when we have company from out of town,
we always take them there,” she said.
What’s she going to do with the money she earns?
“Pay rent, get my apartment set up, and pay bills,” Caitlyn
said. Just like most of us.
Her two favorite teachers in high school were Tim Smith and
Jeanine Lewis.
“Mr. Smith taught us science and joked around; he made me
laugh. I learned a lot from Ms. Lewis. I learned how to cash a
check and how to write one, how to write letters and put the address on envelopes,” Caitlyn said.
One of the most important things she learned from Ms. Lewis
was how to write a resume.
“She still uses the resume, and we keep adding all of her experience to it,” said her mom.
Caitlyn said that she really loves to cook and bake.
“I went to BTI and learned how to cut. It was hard at first. I

especially like mincing. I love to show
off mincing because
it shows my professional cutting!” she
explained.
Caitlyn also really likes to ride in
the side-by-side in
the mountains with
her parents and to
travel.
Caitlyn Calaway in her new digs!
“I love a good
adventure!” she said.
When things are
hard, she had this to say, “Keep trying. And when you keep trying, you’ll get better. Don’t be afraid to ask for help. And don’t be
afraid to reach out and help someone else.”
Good advice for us all.
Kareen said, “She’s had a village helping her to do as well as
she does. We’ve been very blessed, and I’m lucky to be her mom.
She’s awesome, and I’m so proud of how hard she works. Moving
out and having her own apartment is a huge step for her. She has
much support from us, her grandma, and many good friends.”
Her mom also wants to share a little information about Caitlyn’s condition because it’s rare and it helps bring awareness. Caitlyn has Mosaic Down Syndrome which occurs in about 2 percent
of all Down Syndrome cases.
This condition is such a small part of who Caitlyn Calaway is.
She enthusiastically lives life to the fullest, loves to learn, works
hard, and keeps trying.
The world needs more Caitlyn Callaways.

Marla’s Mall is Reopening in a New Location
Susan Myers, a paraprofessional with Baker
School District and one of the people who manages Marla’s Mall, is excited to have the store
open once again.
“There’s still some work to do: but we hope
to be open in October. The new location for the
store will be the brick building between the high
school and the football field,” she said.
BHS principal Skye Flanagan is asking that
cars enter through 9th Street on the Baker Technical Institute side of the building.
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Marla’s Mall, which provides free clothing,
bedding, small furnishings, and hygiene items
to students and community members in need, is
one of three businesses operated by young people in the Special Education program. The store
has served as many as 400 people in a month,
and the record for monthly donations has been
525.
While Susan is very appreciative of the public’s generosity she said, “I am particular about
the donations we accept. We need items which
are not damaged, are clean, and in good condition. Also, until we get established, we ask that
people bring in small amounts to begin with.”
Bubbles is another business operated by
Special Education students and does laundry for
the district and six local businesses.
Susan said, “We are so appreciative of the
businesses who have taken us on, as they know

we are not professionals.”
The third business is the Bulldog Blender,
which makes specialty blended drinks. In the
classroom, students work to obtain their Food
Server’s license. All of the businesses that are
part of the “Trio” offer money management and
other real-life, transitional skills to students.
“They learn to work under pressure, count
back change, balance a till, and assist me with
doing billing. They each have fake checking
and savings accounts, so they learn how to
make deposits and manage money. Funds they
earn go into their accounts; money in their savings account can be used to pay for field trips,
and money in checking can be used to purchase drinks,” she explained. “In addition, students have timecards and learn to punch a time
clock,” Susan added.
Once Marla’s Mall is open, they will first have

Gracie Morris gets ready to make
drinks for the Bulldog Blender

Miguel Caro delivering and picking
up laundry for Baker City businesses

a soft opening with a grand opening planned for
later in the month. Hours are subject to change
based on Susan’s other responsibilities, but tentatively will be Monday-Thursday, 8-11:30 a.m.
and 1-4 p.m.
For more information, Susan Myers can be
reached by calling 541-524-2309.
Barry Nemec is the Special Education Director.
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School Bond Update
At its September 16 meeting, the school
board approved the selection of LKV as the
architect firm for bond projects. LKV was selected from among five applicants by a district
selection committee including members from
the admin team, bond oversight committee,
and school board. There will be a protest period of 7 days based on current law before a
contract is issued. Wenaha Group, the bond
projects management firm, led the selection
process, which included scoring each firm on
a predetermined rubric and then interviewing
the two finalists.
For the new multi-purpose building at the
middle school, Anderson Perry was selected
to perform the topographic survey and GN
Northern was selected as the geotechnical engineer. Geotechnical investigation is scheduled to be performed next month and will inform the placement of the new building.

Attention!

Baker School
District will be
purchasing
all school
supplies other
than backpacks
for grades K-6
this school year.
Teachers and staff
at Brooklyn
Primary School
had a fun Popsicle
Drive Thru the
Friday before
school started to
welcome students
back.

Saint Alphonsus Community Health Worker (CHW) Hub

Baker Head Start has 16 open Preschool Promise
slots for preschool students! These slots come at no
cost with all supplies and meals provided. Call 541786-5535 to enroll now!

Every Mobile Library
Day is a good day!

Need a little help?
Call (541) 524-7790

Community Health Workers are available to assist in finding
community resources in your area. Services are free to anyone.

Available 7am - 4pm Monday through Friday.

Community Health Workers are located at the Baker Early Learning Center (but serve the
entire school district/community). They help connect families impacted by COVID-19 to
groceries and medication, including delivery, in addition to many other resources!
Be sure to sign up on the alumni website to connect with other BHS grads and retired faculty! www.bakerhighalumni.org/
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Shout
Outs

A Big Shout Out to
Buell Gonzalez!

My wife graduated from Baker High School in 1960 and
we were in Baker City for her
reunion. I went to the park to
look around and have lunch. I
am 80 years old and walk with
a cane and Buell Gonzalez, Jr.,
noticed I was struggling and
offered me a chair.
This act of kindness was
greatly appreciated and while
eating I had a chance to talk
to Buell and his wife. I found
them to be very nice people
and good representatives of
Baker City and your school
district.
--Michael Mayer, Portland

Shout Out to
Matt Banta!

Thanks for working so hard
this summer to get ready for
BHS students. Your work
ethic, including carrying all
the dumbbells up the weight
room stairs, is phenomenal.
--Ethan Wolston, BHS Social
Studies Teacher

A HUGE shout out
to Jennifer Trader!

Thanks for all of Jennifer’s extra work in getting BHS ready
for the school year. Also, she
is so quick to help when I need
it and does it with a smile and
enthusiasm! Thank you, Jen!
--Toni Zikmund
Business Technologies Instructor
FBLA, Renaissance, Leadership Advisor

Submissions welcome!

We welcome “Shout Out” submissions from teachers, parents, community members - anyone who
wants to recognize someone for a job well done.
Submissions can be 100 words or less. Email
entries to shout.out@bakersd.org.

A great big thank
you to Angela
Lattin!

Thanks to Angela Lattin for
her planning, organization,
and thoughtfulness in taking
care of our buildings, our
materials, and most of all, our
1st-6th grade students during
Summer Academy! We quite
literally couldn’t do it without
you, and greatly appreciate
your care and attention with
all of our elementary students.
Bravo!
--Phil Anderson and Katy
Collier

Shout Out to the
BHS Boys Soccer
Team!

They came out and fenced our
goat pen and saved us so much
time and energy! They carted fencing panels over steep
terrain and pounded posts into
hard ground. They did it all
with a fun and pleasant attitude. Thanks boys and have a
great soccer season.
--Anne-Marie Popa
Special Services Secretary

Huge Shout Out to
Sandy Harper at
the District Office!

This summer has been like no
other at BHS with respect to
the sheer amount of ordering
we did to get the school ready
for this year. With federal
stimulus money and extremely
short deadlines for purchasing,
Sandy was a rockstar whenever I needed her. I appreciate
her understanding of the needs
of teachers and students - it
doesn’t go unnoticed or unap-

preciated!
--Skye Flanagan, Principal
Baker High School

Kudos to the
Technology
Department!

I’d like to personally thank
the members of our district
Technology Department for
providing numerous professional development sessions
during inservice week. This
is the first year that I’m aware
of such a concerted effort to
create a robust schedule of
demonstrations and training
opportunities. Thanks, team!
--Greg Mitchell

Shout Out to the
Brooklyn Team!

I just joined the second grade
team this year at Brooklyn. I
can’t begin to describe how
amazing Jill, Stephanie, Katy,
and Leah have been. I’m so
thankful for all of the help
and support from these ladies!
Thanks for everything!
--Ashley Ballard

Shout Out to
Hannah Hensley!

Hannah Hensley has not only
embraced her new position
with much excitement and enthusiasm, but has had a great
attitude navigating the many
challenges and experiences as
Administrative Assistant to the
stars! Welcome to our building!
--Melody Webb, BMS

Shout Out to our
New Principal!

Here’s a Shout Out with
much appreciation to our
new Principal and friend
Jodi Thew. She has done
an outstanding job filling
some huge shoes with many
challenges and changes.
Welcome to Baker Middle
School!
--Melody Webb

Shout Out to Our
2nd Grade Team
at Brooklyn!

Our 2nd grade team at
Brooklyn is simply amazing!
--Jill Welter

Shout Out to
Middle School
Team!

Our BMS staff began inservice week like so many other
buildings in our district. We
had a new administrator, new
teachers, new paraprofessionals, and mask mandates.
While we entered the week
with so many new faces and
uncertainties, we ended the
week as a united team determined to continue to make
Baker Middle School an
amazing place.
I am proud and honored to
welcome Mrs. Jodi Thew
as our new administrator at
BMS! Mrs.Thew is an absolute professional and a kind
and gentle soul. She is also
extremely organized. For
example, she sends out the
Monday Memo on Friday.
This allows our staff to be
prepared for the following
week prior to the weekend.
What a great idea!
BMS has an outstanding
staff! With Mrs. Thew as our
administrator, BMS will continue to be a school to RAVE
about in our district!
--Shandra Lee

Welcome Hannah
Hensley!
BMS is proud to welcome

Mrs. Hannah Hensley as our
new Administrative Assistant. Mrs. Hensley is not only
extremely professional, but
she is also very personable.
Although I seldom see her
actual smile because of her
face mask, her eyes radiant
her gorgeous smile. She is a
calm presence for our staff
and students. Thanks Mrs.
Hensley for always sharing
your “smiling eyes” with us!
--Shandra Lee

Shout Out to
Hayley Hester!

Our BMS ELA department is
proud to welcome Mrs. Hayley Hester to our team. Mrs.
Hester is a dedicated teacher
with a passion to teach Language Arts and Art. She is a
great addition to our team!
--Shandra Lee
--Sarah Villarreal

Shout out to
Jason Todd!

Thanks for being on top of
loading student emails into
Zoom, helping with Parent
Square accounts, and for all
the help getting our issues
resolved!
--Angela Lattin

A huge shoutout
to Calli Gulick and
Pam Zemmer in
SBI’s front office!
From organizing school supplies and curriculum to make
certain all classrooms have
what they need to get started
on day one, to supporting the
enrollment process for our
families, they were instrumental in the successful
launch of the 20-21 school
year. Most importantly, their
sense of humor ensures we
don’t take ourselves too seriously. Thanks Calli and Pam
for EVERYTHING you do!
-- Phil Anderson
Principal, South Baker
Intermediate

4

Bulldog Pride

September 2021 • www.baker5j.org

Alumni Profile

Chap Making: It’s My Legacy
Dubai, England, France, Germany- those are just
a few of the exotic places in which Dave Hack has
shipped his custom-made chaps.
For those who don’t know, chaps are worn by
working cowboys and cowgirls to protect their legs
when
riding through prickly brush, and against other
calamities. They are also accessories worn by those
competing in rodeo and horse show events, and
a pair of chaps made by Dave Hack are highly enviable.
Others consider chaps a piece of western art and
purchase them to display in their home.
Dave was raised on a ranch in the Keating area
(although he shared that he moved several times
growing up) and is the youngest of 11 children.
“I started working with leather when I was all of
nine,” Dave said. “There was a man we called Arkansas
Tom who worked for the Phillips ranch, and he
got me started. My brother and I also went to the
Daly
Saddle Shop and got belt blanks to work with.”
He began making chaps in the 70s, and his first
pair is on display at Severe Brothers Saddlery,
internationally renowned western saddle makers
in Pendleton. Dave stopped making them for a period
of time and worked in construction and on
ranches. In about 1988, he started his chap making
business,
and at the time of the interview was working on
number 5,844. This doesn’t include the all the chaps
and belts he made prior to numbering them.
“It takes 30 years to make that many!” Dave said.
His clientele includes many celebrities such as
Oprah and William Shatner.
“But that never really impressed me too much.
It’s the cowboys I make them for that’s important
to me.
Probably my favorite was for Charlie Sampson,
World Champion bull rider,” Dave said. Sampson
was the
first African American to win a world championship in Professional Rodeo, and in 1996, he was
inducted
into the Pro-Rodeo Hall of Fame.
Dave said he has made chaps in most western
states in the back of a leather working trailer. In
addition
to custom orders, he used to have a large booth
at the National Finals Rodeo in Las Vegas. Now he
prefers selling them at cutting, cow horse, and
reining competitions. He says he’s going to slow
down a
bit, and currently “only” makes about 110 pair
a year. His customers pay an average of $1,000.

Are you interested
in obtaining a CDL?
Enroll now for the October 4th class by
calling Baker Technical Institute at
541-524-2651. Space is limited!
Transportation Guidelines and
Walk Zones Defined for Students
and Families within Baker 5J

He said that his business was definitely affected
by the pandemic, but not in the way one would assume.
“Ya, it was even crazier. I had to turn down orders,” he exclaimed.
What does he plan to do after further cutting
back on the number of chaps and belts he makes?
“I’m going to travel to Texas and spend time with
Lyle Lovett,” he laughed. “He’s a good friend of
mine,
and I’ve made several pair for him. I’m just going
to hang out with him.”
Dave shared that school was tough; especially
reading.
“I didn’t know that I wrote backwards, because
that’s how I saw it,” he said. Oddly enough, following an
accident in which he was blinded, Dave said the
words made better sense to him.
When asked about whether he considers his
leather work an art, Dave said, “Nah, I’m just a guy
trying to
get by in life. The reason I began making chaps is
because it was something no one else in my family
did.
I wanted to have something to be remembered
for. It’s my legacy.”
Dave also has a message for kids who find school
difficult, offering up a little cowboy wisdom.
“Make the struggles a triumph.”
“I heard that line in an old Western,” he laughed.

Baker School District will follow ORS 327.043 and provide transportation for elementary students who reside more than one mile
from their school and for secondary students who reside more than
1.5 miles from their school. By following the state rule, the district
will mitigate risk for the spread of COVID-19 and minimize the
length of time students who need to ride the bus are in transport.
Maps have been created to identify the zones designated as Walk
Zones around each school (one mile around elementary schools, 1.5
miles around secondary schools). These zones do take into account
major roads and railroad tracks. School buses will not transport students who live within the Walk Zone of their school.
Please see the following link for maps of school Walk Zones:
https://www.baker5j.org/apps/pages/transportation
If you are unsure of where your residence lies in relation to a Walk
Zone or have other transportation questions, please call the Transportation Dept at 541-524-2260.
The district has partnered with Community Connection to provide transportation for students who live inside the Walk Zone for
their school but do not want to walk that far. Community Connection has a fixed route trolley that starts before school and runs well
after school gets out. The trolley driver is willing to divert and stop
in the AM and PM at each school if they know in advance that there
are students there to be picked up.
Please see the following link to the Community Connection Fixed
Route Trolley website, which includes a route map: https://ccno.org/
publictransit/baker-city-trolley-fixed-route/.
If you have questions or want to arrange for pickup/drop off at a
school, please call Joe Hayes at Community Connection: 541-5236591.
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Mastrude at Cross Country Meet

BHS Alumni John Thompson

For a quick link to the
Head Start application
for pre-schoolers, scan
the QR code:

Are you a Bulldog fan age 65 or older? Then
stop by the high school office and pick up your free
pass to attend all regular season home games at
no charge! Note: the pass does not include away or
playoff games.

Seth Mastrude giving it his all at the cross country
meet at Catherine Creek

BHS Alumni John Thompson stopped by to see if
his 1960 Long Jump record still stands
...and it does!

Varsity Girls Volleyball

Our Baker School District 5J maintenance staff is tops!
They even worked through the rain to install playground equipment at the Baker Early Learning Center
this past week! Thank you!

The Varsity girls’ volleyball team were
the champions of the Baker Invitational
Tournament, and JV won the
Consolation Bracket of the tournament.
From top left: Taylor Dalton, Campbell Vanderweile, Rylee Elms, Makenzie Flanagan, Sofia Hansen
Bottom from left: Ashlyn Dalton, Jozie Ramos,
Ryann Paulsen, Lacy Churchfield
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Spotlights
Happenings from
around the district

Keating School is getting a new playground!

A special shout out from
Keating School to Deputy Robb

Thank you for keeping our communities safe
and for playing basketball with our kids!

South Baker Students found a great way to cap off
the first week of school...reading good books!

Deputy Robb playing with kids at Keating Elementary

The Bulldog Mascot
from the Friday,
September 17 game.

Go Dawgs!

Bulldog Pride

MeyerWorks
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Know the symptoms of Covid
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
symptoms-testing/symptoms.html

This list is not exhaustive.

Marisa and Steve Meyer
“I still remember what he was wearing on the first
day of 4 th grade at North Baker School. I had a crush
on him that very first day,” said Marisa Meyer of her
husband Steve. Both graduated from Baker High
School in 1996, and they each graduated from University of Montana in Missoula.
Marisa is a Wildlife Biologist with U.S. Fish and
Wildlife, and Steve is the Wildland Fire Supervisor in
Baker. They also own a business called MeyerWorks
and make rustic furniture, wood signs, and metal artwork, which seems to be the most popular with their
customers right now.
Their first project together was a log bed they gave
to each other as a wedding present.
“Our families joked that if we could survive that
project, we could survive marriage. We are both pretty easy going and we got it done,” said Marisa.
She added, “I always have been interested in arts
and crafts and had a pipe dream of owning a craft
store or a place where artists could sell their work on
commission. What we do now isn’t far from that, and
maybe sometime in the future we will own a store in
which we can show and sell our work in addition to
other’s artwork.”
They each play different roles when creating their
handiwork.
“I’m the idea and design person, and Steve is the
common sense, how to get it done person. He does
the cutting and welding,” said Marisa.
She had several favorite teachers throughout school,
including Ms. Miller who taught Chemistry and Phys-

ics, Mr. Ott who also taught science, and Mr. Shorey.
“I loved Chemistry, but not Physics too much. Ms.
Miller made Physics tolerable!” she joked.
Besides their careers and business, the couple enjoys
hunting, fishing, hiking, and horseback riding. They
have two Boxers, two cats, and three horses which
they’re pretty fond of, too.
Marisa closed by saying that after graduating from
BHS, “I couldn’t wait to get out of town. But there was
always a draw to come back. We’ve been home in Baker for 8 years now and love it.”
Those interested in purchasing items can visit their
virtual store on Etsy (www.etsy.com/shop/MeyerWorksDesign). They invite people to like their Facebook page @MeyerWorksDesign and for those wanting more information or to place an order, they may
be reached by calling 541-910-6415.

Be sure to sign up on the
alumni website to connect with
other BHS grads and retired faculty!
www.bakerhighalumni.org/
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YMCA Child Care Center Coming Soon
Patty Shukle, Director of the YMCA Child Care facility, and her board refer to
Baker City as a “childcare desert.”
Fred Warner, Jr. who is the Interim CEO for the YMCA said, “The YMCA is
excited to partner with the School District, Saint Alphonsus, and many others to
open a Certified Child Care Center in Baker City. The need for safe, high quality,
and educational childcare in our community is acute, especially with infants to 30
months of age. We will fill this needed gap, which will allow parents to stay in the
labor force and allow employers to attract and retain workers.
“The district will be providing the facilities on the campus of the Baker Early
Learning Center located at North Baker School, and the YMCA will be managing
the childcare. Services will be offered to children from 6 weeks to five years old,”
Patty Shukle
said Patty.
The goal is for the center to be open sometime in early October. The modulars for the children are in
place, and now they are working to get them certified with the State. In addition, they are hiring staff.
Those wanting more information or wanting to register should contact Angela Lattin at the Baker
Early Learning Center by calling 541-524-2310 or Patty Shukle at 541-523-9622.

A new playground is being
built at the BELC
(At left) Just dropping the fawns
off at daycare!

New Murals
at Baker Early
Learning Center
Sarah Plummer, a senior at Baker High School, painted
these beautiful murals at the Baker Early Learning Center. She
has done several murals around the district, but this is the first
outdoor one. She plays tennis and wrestles. Lindsey McDowell
Public Information and Communication Coordinator for the
district said, “I
can’t sing Sarah’s
praises enough!
She leads and
excels in so
many areas!”

