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Erin Lair Hired as New Superintendent
“It was an unspoken intention
to be back in Baker. Anyone
who’s ever lived here knows
that you never really leave,”
said Erin Lair, Baker 5J School
District’s new Superintendent
who was named by the School
Board during a special meeting
on March 3. Ms. Lair will start
next school year.
“I grew up in Baker and spent
my entire childhood here. I went
to North Baker, Churchill, Middle School, and High School
here. My husband Shane calls
Baker home, too,” said Ms. Lair.
For three years, she also taught
mathematics and language arts
at Baker Middle School.

ucation Service District
Director of
School Improvement.
She
was
previously
Director of
Curriculum,
Instruction, Erin Lair
and
Technology
for
Sherwood School District and,
before that, Assistant Charter
Administrator for Vision Charter
School in Caldwell, ID.
Vision Charter School is where
she began her administrative career, and it was there in Caldwell that she decided to pursue
obtaining her private pilot’s license.
“I love flying,” she said. “But
life got too busy after we had
kids.”
Shane is a highly skilled helicopter mechanic, but currently
manages their cherry orchard
so he can be home more. They
purchased the orchard which is
located in Cove where they currently live.
Erin Lair with cherries she grew
Ms. Lair said that she loves
in her orchard.
animals and their place is a haAccording to a press release ven for random animal rescues
from the District, Ms. Lair is which her husband teases her
currently the InterMountain Ed- about.
“Shane never knew what he
was
going to come home to,” she
Bulldog Pride
said. “At one time, we had six alpacas in our pasture. I intended
Baker School District 5J
to just bring home one, but the
2090 Fourth St.
Baker City, OR 97814
man at the rescue place said he
had a group of six that needed
541-524-2260
to be together. So, I loaded them
www.baker5j.org
up into my horse trailer! We did
Connect : Please “like”
have a failed adoption of a mean
Baker School District 5J
bearded lizard, but found him a
on Facebook

Current Resident

Emrie Osborn Earning CDA

Erin and Shane Lair’s daughters, Audrey, eight, and Brooke,
six riding Shelby

good home with a bearded lizard
whisperer!” Additionally, they
raise Kune Kune pigs.
“We also have five horses and
enjoy trail riding. We have dogs
and 4-H bunnies, too,” she said.
Their girls, Audrey, eight, and
Brooke, six, love riding their
Grandpa Gary Lair’s horse.
“Gary passed away a couple of
years ago, and I know he would
get a big kick out of them riding
his ranch horse, which is the tallest horse we have.”
When asked about her goals as
the Superintendent, she said that
she wants to be certain students
are at the center of any decisions
that are made.
“This includes taking care of
our staff and recognizing the fortitude they have shown throughout the last two years. We have
big challenges as we come out
of the pandemic which brought
about so much change and uncertainty,” Mrs. Lair stated. “But
now we get to get back into the
good stuff!”
“My ultimate goal is for this to
be a place of unity, and championing our students and the good
work that is being done,” she
said. “I’m looking forward to
getting to work!”

Anyone who knows Emrie Osborn has seen how she can
light up a room with her contagious smile and enthusiasm.
She is sharing those qualities in a Head Start classroom at
Baker Early Learning Center as she works to complete the
High School Child Development Associate Credential Program (CDA) offered through Baker School District high
schools.
“I want to be a Kindergarten teacher,” Emrie said. “Ever
since making that decision, everything’s been opening up
for me, including the CDA,” she added.
Emrie shared that the CDA is the most widely recognized
credential in early childhood education. It’s the only portable, national, and multi-language credential of its kind.
When Emrie completes the program, she will have logged
120 hours of online study focusing on child development,
and 480 hours working directly with children. She also will
have completed safety training including First Aid and CPR,
obtained a food handler’s card, and passed an exam. In addition, she will have earned 12 college credits which she is
hopeful will transfer as she pursues a degree in Elementary
Education at Montana State University this fall.
Her practical experience is earned working with preschool and kindergarten students two days a week at the
Baker Early Learning Center. She also has an after-school
program on Mondays for kindergarten through second
grade students, and on Tuesdays and Thursdays, she helps
students with math.
Outside of school, Emrie also works at Albertsons, skis,
and snowboards. Her extracurricular activities have also included FFA, soccer, and softball.
She has a message for students who will be entering high
school.
“Go with an open mind and participate in as many activities as possible. Try a new club!”
Emrie encourages anyone who is interested in learning
more about participating in the CDA program to contact
their guidance counselor or principal.
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Opportunities for
International Travel and
Hosting Students Abound

Oregon International School (OIS) is a fully recognized charter school within Baker School District that seeks to increase the
opportunities for Baker City students to travel internationally
and interact with their global peers here at home and abroad.
Dr. Thomas Joseph, who serves as the principal for Eagle Cap,
is also a lead for OIS. He is excited that the school will open up
opportunities not only for 5J students, but to those within the
region, throughout the state, and around the world.
OIS is developing sister city and school relationships within
other countries that allows it to work with other international
schools directly. This reduces the cost and increases the opportunities for travel for both students and staff.
Joseph explained that OIS is currently building relationships
with schools in France, U.K., Austria, Germany, Spain, and the
Isle of Jersey, as well as Central and South America. In addition,
there are students from Vietnam, Cambodia, Thailand, and
China who are scheduled to come through OIS next year.
“We have two students coming from France in April, and we
already have a host for them. We are, however, in need of host
families for students visiting next school year,” said Joseph.
In September, students will arrive from the Isle of Jersey and
will be staying for one month. In addition, students from Cambodia, Thailand, and Taiwan will be staying for the entire 202223 academic year.
Host families are needed for these students, too.
“The goal is to have a global campus,” said school board member Andrew Bryan.
Superintendent Mark Witty emphasized that host families
do not necessarily need to have children still at home. He also
shared that it is a truly life changing and enriching experience
to host an international student.
Joseph said, “Anyone who is interested in becoming a host
family or in learning more about the program is welcome to
contact me. There is an application process, and, of course,
because people are sending their precious children, there is a
background check. Following that, we conduct a home visit and
then a Zoom call is set up between the hosts and the student so
they can become better acquainted.”
Dr. Thomas Joseph may be reached by emailing: Thomas.Joseph@bakersd.org.

Shout
Outs
Shout Out to the Rock
Pep Band!
I’ve been officiating since
the 89-90 school year and
am a lover of pep bands.
Your Rock Pep Band is
awesome! Can’t wait to get
back to Baker! Thanks!
-- Dale Andrews
Shout Outs from Mrs.
Zikmund’s Leadership
Class
Shout Out to Damian in
1st period Culinary!
Damian is constantly helping clean and put away
dishes.
Shout Out to Mr. Taub!
Thank you for staying late
after school to help me better understand the essay
and help me write the rest
of the paper.
Shout out to Tristen Tritt!
Thank you for always making the effort to say hi and
always being nice to everyone.
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Submissions welcome!
We welcome “Shout Out” submissions from
teachers, parents, community members - anyone
who wants to recognize someone for a job well
done. Submissions can be 100 words or less.
Email entries to shout.out@bakersd.org.

result will be a quality 202122 yearbook.
Shout Out to Anna
Beldiong!
Thank you for always being
an uplifting person and being nice to everyone. You
always go out of your way
to be nice to someone.
Shout Out to
Mrs. Zikmund!
Thanks for being so helpful
at this past FBLA regional
conference. You helped to
prepare us for our events
and worked to create a fun
and stress-free environment at such a nerve-racking event. Thank you so
much for your time and dedication!
Shout Out to Russell
Walden!
Thank you, Russell Walden,
for picking up trash in the
cafeteria.

Thank you for giving compliments to multiple people
throughout the course of the
day.
Shout Out to Maddox
Charbonneau!
I would like to give a shout
out to Maddox Charbonneau for always being kind
and helpful to the underclassmen.
Shout Out to Mr. Pepera!
I am shouting out to Mr.
Pepera for being so involved in my learning about
the Civil War recently. It is
very helpful!
Shout Out to BHS
Students!
I would like to make a shout
out to Baker High School
students for working hard
at the new beginning of Semester 2!

Shout Out to Mrs.
Blincoe!
Shout Out to Emrie
Thanks, Mrs. Blincoe and
Osborn!
the Renaissance class, for
I would like to give a shout making the social and emoShout Out to Mr. Taube
out to Emrie Osborn for tional needs of our Bulldog
and the Yearbook
working so hard to make family a priority. Love Week
Editors!
her senior class successful. lessons were so valuable,
I want to give a huge shout
and students needed to
out to Mr. Taube and the Shout Out to Addyson
think about those things
yearbook editors (Alex- Macy!
whether they knew it or
is Conant, Megan Hurley, Thanks for helping pick up not. We also appreciate the
and Savannah Brown) who garbage at lunch.
birthday, athlete, and honor
have worked tirelessly to
roll recognition, and all the
make sure we will meet our Shout Out to Montana
other things you do!
deadlines, and that the end Williams!

Check out the brand new alumni website to connect with other former students and faculty! www.baker5jalumni.org
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FBLA – Something for Everyone
Baker Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) members competed at a very high level during the Regional Skills Competition held at
Eastern Oregon University on February 3. Their FBLA and Leadership
Advisor, Toni Zikmund, said that the competition usually has about 400
students, but four high schools made the decision to join the virtual conference instead of competing in-person.
“This year’s conference was organized and operated by Baker High
School and Imbler High School. Some of our judges came over from Baker, as well,” said Zikmund. This included BHS Principal Skye Flanagan,
who judged a middle level event called Elevator Speech. Bryan Tweit of
HatchLab in Baker City judged Intro to Event Planning, Marketing, and
Network Design.
Alex Wise, Owen Higdon,
Abbey Benson, Ashlyn
Dalton, Maria Guadalupe
Rodriguez Sanchez, Daniel
Brown, Tristen Tritt, Meadoh
Waldrop, Phoebe Wise, Caitlin Lien, Savannah Brown,
Jozie Ramos, Campbell
Vanderwiele, Teygan Coley,
Brooklyn Jaca, Taylor Dalton, Macey Moore, Taylor
Gyllenberg

Three middle schools participated with 35 competitors, and 22 of those
were from Baker Middle School. 11 high schools participated with 188
total competitors with 20 of those competing being from Baker High
School.
Zikmund said, “Each student can compete in two events, but only one
can be a speaking event. The top 10 qualify for the State Conference, but
we have several events that are only offered at the state level, too. Students can compete in the event they qualified in at Regionals or choose a
State-only event.”
Baker Middle School had nine Regional Champions, and were led by
Mrs. Dawna Blincoe. Nicole Miller, last year’s advisor, helped chaperone
the event. The champions included:
• Cadell Mills, Adelaid Walden, and Lilly Nelson - Business Ethics
• Adelaid Shaw - Career Exploration
• Colbi Bachman, Jaxyn Ramos, and Elizabeth Timm
- Critical Thinking
• Gwendolyn Rasmussen - Digital Citizenship
• Harris Gaslin - Exploring Economics and Technology
• Nolan Briels - Financial Literacy
• Elizabeth Timm - Leadership
• Jaxyn Ramos - Learning Strategies
BHS had 10 Regional Champs which included:
• Taylor Dalton – Accounting II
• Savannah Brown – Business Communication
• Abbey Benson and Owen Higdon – Business Ethics
• Own Higdon – Business Law
• Taylor Gyllenberg – Human Resource Management
• Daniel Brown - Intro to Business Communication
• Ashlyn Dalton - Intro to Financial Math
• Savannah Brown, Caitlin Lien, and Phoebe Wise – Marketing
• Sarah Plummer – Securities and Investments and
Supply Chain Management
(Continued on page 4)

A Lifeline for Stressed Parents
With Young Children
According to the director of the Baker
Relief Nursery, Rae Ann Butler, the concept
of Relief Nurseries began in Eugene in the
1970s. There are 40 centers across the state
with Baker City, Ontario, and Pendleton being the only three located on the east side.
“It’s an evidence-based model that’s proven to work,” said Butler.
Relief Nurseries provide respite care to
parents who are considered stressed with
children ages zero to five who meet certain
criteria. There are many qualifiers, and parents must be experiencing at least five.
A few examples include being a single
parent, having no transportation, no childcare, having a child with a disability, being a
parent with a disability, or having more than
three children. This is by no means an exhaustive list. For those who qualify, no-cost
childcare is provided at the certified Relief
Nursey, which is located at 1925 16th Street,
next to Head Start.
“The child to caregiver ratio is different
than in other care settings. We have more
adults, so there is the opportunity for a lot
of individual attention,” Butler said.
“In addition to the classes, the teacher
makes home visits to provide additional 1:1
parent support. We share information about
child development so that parents can know
what to expect as their child grows, and we
identify and connect them with other appropriate services,” she said.
Butler added, “Our classroom times are

8:30-11:30 a.m. on Tuesday, Wednesday,
and Thursday. That way, our staff can complete the regular home visits with families
which occur as often as weekly, and at a
minimum of monthly. We schedule respite
care outside of those hours based on staff
availability.”
Butler stated that they have the need to
hire an additional teacher and are always
seeking volunteers to aid in the classroom,
serve on their board, and help with fundraisers. Teachers can have a variety of qualifications to potentially qualify, with a preference being given to those with an associate
degree in Early Childhood Education or a
Child Development Associate certification.
“Anyone who thinks they might qualify
or is interested, is welcome to contact me.
We are definitely short staffed right now,
and currently, we have a waiting list for children,” said Butler. “We also expect to hire
another teacher within one to two years.”
The Relief Nursery also accepts donations
of diapers, wipes, non-perishable foods, and
clothes in infant sizes up to those suitable
for a five-year-old.
Those who are interested in learning
more about the program are invited to call
or email Butler directly and schedule an
appointment to meet with her. She can be
reached at 541-239-5054 or raeann@bakerreliefnursery.org.
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(Continued from page 3)
In addition to competing and receiving

their awards, members attended workshops,
watched the EOU Choir perform “We’ve Got
Your Number,” and heard from EOU President Tom Insko. The Dean of the College of
Business, Dr. Ed Henninger, also spoke and
presented a $750 scholarship.
BHS FBLA member Phoebe Wise said,
“It’s really cool to see how many Middle
School students are involved, and how many
diverse events there are. FBLA is a real-life
opportunity to learn about business, and
there is something for everyone.”
Ashlyn and Taylor Dalton said that it’s fun
trying new things and being around other
students with the same business interests.
Most schools are experiencing lower
membership since the pandemic started,
and the members and their advisors are encouraging students to give it a try. Students
do not have to take a business class to be involved in FBLA.
The students really appreciate the support
that Mrs. Zikmund and Mrs. Blincoe give
them, and Zikmund emphasized all of the
opportunities afforded to students by participating. This includes the fact that they learn
to become community-minded business
leaders in a global society through relevant
career preparation and leadership experiences. Benefits include:
• Cash for competitive events
• Scholarship opportunities
• Traveling to engaging conferences all
over the U.S.
• Awards and recognition
• Community service hours
• Networking with other students and
community leaders
The FBLA State Business Leadership Conference will be held in person on April 7-9
in Portland.
The top four in each event will qualify for
the National Leadership Conference, which
will be held in person in Chicago, IL in June.

From left:
Jozie Ramos,
Campbell
Vanderwiele,
Teygan Coley,
Brooklyn Jaca,
Taylor Dalton,
Macey Moore,
Taylor
Gyllenberg

1A District and State Tournaments Make Significant Impact
When school buses from other districts are on Baker City streets and
many unfamiliar faces are seen about
town, it must be tournament time!
“Being involved with the District and
State 1A Basketball Tournaments is rewarding. It’s an opportunity to give the
students a special memory,” said Kathy
Taylor.
The 2022 tournament would have
been her husband, Rick Taylor’s, 28th
year as a volunteer. He was the friendly face who greeted players and officials at the team entrance door. Rick
was passionate about the tournaments
and the athletes, and looked forward to
the event every year. Sadly, he passed
away in December, but he asked Kathy
to continue to serve the community and
the athletes. The committee also mourns
the passing of Dave Curtis and Wayne
Erickson this year. Wayne served as a
score keeper, and Dave was one of the
gym workers.

Rick Taylor
“We first became introduced to the
tournament when I was a coach at Detroit,” said Taylor. “We loved coming
each year and made a lot of friendships.
When we moved here, Rick got involved and, later, I did, too,” she added.
Many individual and charitable organizations have volunteered and shown
their commitment to make these tournaments happen year after year.
The current Baker County Tournament staff consists of Allen and Bev
Duby, Gere and Joel Richardson, Charlie Williams, Warren Wilson, Scott
Martin, Dan Curtis, Don Glerup, Gary
Krantz, Carl Magill, Cindy Heesacker,
Lisa Milsap, and Kathy Taylor. New
volunteers include Jerry and Betty Peacock, Deon and Amy Strommer, and
Kit Dougherty.
In addition, many community mem-

bers volunteer to keep score in the
scorebook and on the scoreboard, to
announce, and manage the stats board.
Suzy Cole and her daughter, Kelsey,
keep digital stats for the teams.
Local service clubs such as Soroptimists, Lions, Kiwanis, and Rotary work
at the admission locations and greet all
who visit. The senior class parents supervise the team parking lot, and the
County Sheriff’s department provides
security. Jenny Mowe-Joseph, of Sweet
Wife Baking, organizes the window
decorations in local businesses to recognize the teams and the officials.
Dave Mespelt, who was joined by his
wife Julie this year, has kept the school
and the locker rooms clean
for visitors for many years.
In addition, local businesses provide garbage
service and donate items to
the hospitality room for the
coaches and volunteers.
Taylor said, “Our hospitality room is known around
the state as the best! This is attributed to
the hospitality coordinator and the local
businesses that donate.”
“The tournaments would not be possible if not for the support of the Baker
High School administration, staff, and
students. It is a disruption that impacts
their daily routine, but hopefully, is
seen by the students as an opportunity to support local businesses,” added
Taylor.
Baker County Tournaments strives
to give back to the community and has
helped pay for the new bleachers, put
new clocks in, made donations to the
Cops for Kids Program, and to many
other causes throughout the community.
Taylor said, “This year, Baker County Tournaments provided a welcome
dinner served by the Baker FFA with
beef provided by Baker County Livestock Association. Teams and officials
could also take advantage of the laundry service provided by Bulldog Bubbles.”
The tournaments also provide a significant economic impact to Baker City
businesses (and some of the outlying
communities).
Bryan Tweit, Baker County Economic Development Director said, “Between $1.7 and $2.1 million dollars are
brought into the local economy from the

Kathy and Rick Taylor
tournaments. This information is taken
from actual credit card receipts. It’s a
huge boon for the community, and the
teams love coming to Baker City. For
many, Baker City is a much larger town
than what they’re used to, and they enjoy the restaurants and shopping. They like being able
to walk downtown, interact
with the other teams, and see
the displays in the windows.”
“This year, the State
Championship teams were
both from Crane. The Crane
boys’ coach is a Baker City
graduate with parents currently residing
in our community.
This was the first year for all online
ticketing. While it seemed overwhelming at first, it was successful.
“Baker County Tournaments would
like to thank all who helped make the
tournament a success, and we look forward to serving you in the future. We
apologize to anyone we mistakenly did
not mention in this article. You are all
very important to us and to the community,” said Taylor.
In closing, the district received the
following note from Erin Nichols, who
is the principal for Crane Union High
School and Assistant Superintendent
of Silvies River Charter School. This
demonstrates how appreciated the tournament is.
Nichols said, “I want to pass on a big
thank you to the OSAA, Baker School
District, and the Baker Tournament
committee for a great state tournament
experience. From the coaches’ meeting to ticketing, game and tournament
management, stats, awards, laundry,
dinner, accommodations, athletic training, communication, and hospitality...
This was a great experience for our
team, our community, and all involved
from Crane. A special thank you to each
of you!”
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Two High School Girls Selected
for OTEC Washington D.C. Tour
Following a long, detailed apTom Joseph, the Principal of
plication process Isabella BeckEagle Cap, said that Beckner is
ner and Makenzie Flanagan were
one of their strongest students
rewarded by earning the opporand is quite proud of the fact
tunity to travel to Washington
she was selected.
D.C. in June as part of a program
Beckner, who moved with her
offered by Oregon Trail Electric
family from the west side of the
Cooperative (OTEC).
state to Sumpter, said that she
The young ladies will join two
attends Eagle Cap because it
other students from OTEC’s
allows her to study virtually.
service territory and more than Isabella Beckner
“It is the best school I’ve ever
1,000 youth from across the
been to. It has accelerated opcountry on a tour to the nation’s capitol in portunities and also is a place for students
June. Students have the opportunity to visit who struggle socially or in other areas. It is a
historical sites, meet with Oregon Congressio- tight, very close family. I love it!” said Beckner.
nal leaders, and learn about electrical cooperatives and sustainable energy.
Note: We were unable to reach Makenzie
Beckner, who is a junior at Eagle Cap Inno- Flanagan, a Baker High School student, by
vative Jr/Sr High School said she is very excit- press time. We will interview both girls upon
ed about the opportunity and will provide de- their return from their trip in June. Congratutails which we will publish when she returns. lations to both young ladies!

Science Fair

Middle School Science students made Rube Goldberg Simple
Machines for the Virtual Science Fair. Students had one week
to prepare, sketch, and research their projects, and two weeks
to build them. They presented their projects to their peers and
then made a video for the public.

Claire Bachman and Emily
Schomberg

Clay Stevens and Kale
Dalke

Chess for Success Players Qualify for State
Baker’s Chess for Success
players performed well at the
recent Regional Tournament
held Saturday, February 26, at
Hermiston High School. 20
students competed, and several
students qualified to compete
at the State Tournament, which
will be held on April 8 and 9 at
the Portland Expo Center.
Angela Lattin said, “Chess
for Success paid for all the
tournament registration fees
for Regionals, and FridayPlus
paid for transportation. The
FridayPlus program will provide transportation, lodging,
and State Tournament registration fees.”
The Baker Middle School
team qualified to compete, and
individual State qualifiers include:
• Sylvia Rich, 4th grade –
Brooklyn Primary
• Evan Carroll, 5th grade–
South Baker Intermediate
• Joe Chastain, 6th grade
– South Baker Intermediate (but competed with the
Middle School)
• Dallin Stocks, 7th grade –

Baker Middle School
• Elias Taylor, 7th grade –
Baker Middle School
• Christopher Dallstream,
8th grade – Baker Middle
School
Coach Ian Wolfe said, “I’m
really proud of the kids and
how they have developed over
the course of the years at our
chess clubs. They continue to
show a real love and commitment for the game. That was
on full display at the Regional
Chess Tournament in Hermiston.”
“The bus wasn’t supposed to

leave until 6:15, and I had kids
showing up at 5:50 ready to
go. This is the first time we’ve
had kids qualify for the State
Tournament, which is a great
accomplishment for them. I
really have enjoyed getting to
coach them this year and see
how great our Baker school
kids are. They continue to play
with heart and sportsmanship.
I have no doubt they’ll represent our community with honor. We should be really proud
of our kids making it to State. I
sure am,” he added.

Photo submitted by bus driver, Bekki Hurley

Maddi Rudi and Kayla Coley

Henry Hester and Daniel
Maldonado

Miss Tennessee Collegiate America
Reads to Keating Students
Lauren Womack, the Miss Tennessee Collegiate America,
read a story to Keating students on February 24. Miss Womack
has a volunteer goal to read a story to one school in each state.
Miss Womack is very passionate about our younger generation
becoming fluent readers. We were very honored that she chose
to read to us and loved our time with her.
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Winter Sports Wrap Up

Spotlights
Happenings
from around the
District

Baker High School girls won 4th place at the
State Tournament. Jozie Ramos was selected
to the OSAA 4-A All Tournament first Team.
Congratulations!

Rock Pep Band

Wrestling - The team finished the season by sending two
girls and 14 boys to the State Championships. The boys team
took 5th overall. Aldo Duran and Gauge Bloomer took 3rd,
Gavin State took 2nd, and our State Champion at #285 was
Jaden Martin. Congrats to all the wrestlers!
Swimming - The team finished the season by sending
one swimmer to the State Meet. Brianna Stadler placed
second in both the 100 Fly and 100 Back. She finishes her
career with eight individual place medals at the State Swim
Meet counting her Freshman through Senior seasons. This
includes four 1st Place medals, three 2nd Place medals, and
one 3rd Place Medal. Congrats to all the swimmers that
competed this year!
Boys Basketball - The team finished their season by
beating Gladstone on the road in the first round of the
playoffs. At the State Tournament in Coos Bay, they lost two
closely contested games to Junction City and Philomath, but
did return to Baker with the Boys Sportsmanship Trophy.
Congratulations on a great season!
Girls Basketball - The team finished their season by
handing Marshfield a 30 point loss in the first round of the
playoffs at the Dawg Pound. At the State Tournament, they
lost in the first round to Corbett but rebounded to beat
Cascade, then Marist to bring home the 4th place trophy.
Congrats on a great season!
Cheerleading - The Cheerleaders Winter Season came to
a close at the State Basketball Tournament this past week.
We had three athletes sing the National Anthem at the first
game on Thursday, then sideline cheer and perform at every
halftime for both the boys and girls games at State. Congrats
on a great season! They will have their try-outs for the 22-23
school year coming up this Spring.

The Baker 7th grade boys AAU placed 2nd at State. Great job!
(Photo from Baker City Herald)

BELC - Engineers and Scientists
Creating Habitats for their animals

Trap Club at Shamrock Shoot
Jaden Martin,
State Champion
Wrestler

Baker Girls Wrestling

Read Across America Week

Riley Hurliman won the JV Division at the recent Shamrock Shoot
in La Grande, and Transportation Supervisor Wayne Paxton won
the Coach’s Division. Congratulations!
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Alumni Profile

From Baker to Iraq, Afghanistan, and Thailand
Karen Hauter, a 1983 Baker High School
alumni, has enjoyed a diverse career and a
unique set of opportunities. In high school,
she was very quiet and, at times, felt like
she didn’t quite fit in. She was unsure of
what she wanted to do.
But after graduation, everything changed.
“I became a wildland fire fighter and an
EMT for the Vale Bureau of Land Management (BLM). I loved it,” Hauter said.
“I worked in that profession for 25 years,
and during that time went on several medical missions to Honduras during a span of
10 years. I observed the nurses and wanted
to do more. So, at the age of 37, I went back
to school and earned a Bachelor of Science
in nursing. I was 42! I’d always wanted to
serve the military, but found out that I was
too old—they stop recruiting at the age of
37. I was really disappointed,” said Hauter.
A friend told her they knew of contractors
who serve the military, which led her to her
first job as a nurse in Iraq and Afghanistan.

I did have a doctor in Bahgdad whom I
could consult with when needed.”
Hauter added, “A lot of people don’t realize this, but the military contracts out much
of its services, including laundry, showers,
medical, some equipment maintenance,

White temple in Chiang Rai - photo submitted by Karen Hauter

and even the post office. I worked for one of
those contractors. Our motto always was,
‘We serve those who serve’. The U.S. Embassy in Bahgdad is the largest, with 2,0005,000 people living in about two to three
square miles.”
She said that they trained with the military for mass casualty situations, and
during her time there, she endured three
rocket attacks.
Hauter also worked organizing what are
referred to as “Walking Blood Banks” in
Bahgdad. She helped donors sign up and
have their blood typed. When needed,
they would have their blood drawn right on
the spot. The civilian hospital was directly
across from the military hospital, so this
was very beneficial.
“I loved my job. It was so interesting because I met people from all over the world,”
she said. That included her late husband,
Rory, who served as a physician’s assistant
and ran the clinic in which she worked in
Afghanistan.
She said that they couldn’t let their relaTemple not far from Karen’s home - photo
tionship
be known because of the fact that
submitted by Karen Hauter
she worked for him. It was during a rocket
“So, I got to serve the military, but in a dif- attack that he kissed her for the first time.
ferent way,” she said. “I started as a nurse
“We were hiding under a table during the
in Ramadi, Iraq, which is near Fallujah. I attack, and he said, ‘no one will be able to
was the only nurse in the Forward Operat- see us here’ and he kissed me! We were toing Base (FOB), serving 700 people.
gether for eight years and married for four.”

“My husband and I worked overseas 90
days on and 30 days off. We decided it
would be easier on us to find a place closer
to work for our time off. We visited several
countries and really liked Thailand. They
have a good relationship with the United
States, and there are many US Expatriates
living there. We were on R and R in Thailand when he was killed in a motorcycle
accident,” Hauter shared. “We weren’t together for very long, but I wouldn’t change
any of it. I admired him because he was so
smart and so caring.”
Her second assignment was conducting
physicals for those coming to the base, and
her last assignment was as a public health
official in Bahgdad.
“I inspected food coming onto the base
to make sure it arrived at a safe temperature and was from an approved source. I
inspected restaurants, barber and beauty
shops, gyms, and during the latter part of
my stay, we dealt with Covid issues.”
Hauter wants to encourage students who
may feel like she did when she was in high
school.
“There’s so much peer pressure. Don’t let
other people tell you what you can and can’t
do. You can do anything, and you don’t
have to know what that is right away. It’s
okay to try different things,” she said.
Hauter reflected on a special teacher at
South Baker. “Mrs. Long, my first-grade
teacher, was my favorite. She was caring
and made you feel like you were special
when she greeted you every morning. She
made learning fun. I couldn’t wait to go to
school every day,” she said.
Hauter has moved back to Baker City
and brought her mother to live with her.
Hauter considers herself “retired” but has
since changed that designation to “semi”.
“I volunteer for the Red Cross and Covid
clinics. This summer, I will work as the Food
Unit Leader with Incident Command for the
Vale BLM,” she said.
Hauter went on to share information
about Thailand and traveled to her home
there for a visit earlier this month.
She said, “Thailand is beautiful and peaceful. Most Thai’s are Buddhists, and there
are Buddhist temples in every neighborhood and village. The villages have evening
get togethers at the local community center

or square,
usually
outside,
with lots
of music
and food.
The food is
fresh and Karen Hauter
delicious.
Thailand
has lots of festivals throughout the year celebrating life and harvest.”
“Thailand only has three seasons. There
is no winter. Thai people smile a lot and
have an appreciation of family and community. Often, the grandparents raise their
grandchildren while their sons and daughters work to support the whole family. They
are very welcoming and have a strong belief in karma. The whole community helps
and supports each other. They are very resourceful,” Hauter said.
There are many amazing sites in Thailand and Hauter said, “Loy Krathong, ‘the
lantern festival’, is pretty amazing to see in
the northern Thailand province of Chaing
Mai. The people light lanterns with candles
and release them into the air at night. There
are thousands of lanterns in the air at one
time. It is beautiful to see. The lanterns are
supposed to take all your negative energy
away, and bring you good karma for the
new year.”
In addition, Southern Thailand has hundreds of islands and a long coastline with
white sand beaches.
“They are famous for scuba diving and
snorkeling. Up north is called the golden triangle. It is very mountainous with national
parks. There are huge Buddha statues sitting on mountainsides and gorgeous temples to see,” Hauter said.
“The White Temple (Wat Rong Khun) in
Chiang Rai is worth seeing as well as the
Emerald (Temple Wat Phra Kaew) in Bangkok. Damnoen Saduak floating market on
the Chao Phraya River in Bangkok is a fun
tourist attraction,” Hauter concluded.
Sister cities and schools in
Thailand are part of the Baker
School District’s Oregon International School Network!
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Students Win Awards at
Regional Art Show in LaGrande
Mrs. Holly Coleman shared that at the recent Eastern Oregon University Regional Art Show in
LaGrande, Oliver Palmer won Best of Show for juniors, and Marlowe Hellberg earned Honorable
Mention. Dana Luster received the Crossroads Award.

Mock Trial Team
Competes at State

Gina Perkins & Baker School District Staff: Editor, Writer, Photographer
School Board: Chris Hawkins, Julie Huntington, Andrew Bryan, Jessica Dougherty, Travis Cook
It is the policy of the Baker Board of Education and School District that there will be no discrimination or
harassment on the grounds of race, color, sex, marital status, sexual orientation, religion, national origin, age
or disability in any educational programs, activities or employment. Persons having questions about equal
opportunity and nondiscrimination should contact the Superintendent at the Baker School District Office
at 2090 4th Street, Baker City, OR. 97814 , Phone (541) 524-2260. All Career and Technical Education
(CTE) programs in this school district are open to all students. The District will take steps to assure that
the lack of English language skills will not be a barrier to admission and participation in CTE programs.
∙Section 504 Compliance Officer, Special Education Director, 2090 4th Street, Baker City, OR. (541) 5242260. ∙Title II Coordinator, Director of Curriculum, 2090 4th Street, (541) 524-2260. ∙Title IX Coordinator,
Special Education Director, 2090 4th Street, Baker City, OR 97814 (541) 524-2260

The Mock Trial Team competed at State and
made it through three rounds according to Travis
Jensen, BHS and BMS Language Arts teacher.
Those competing were Phoebe Wise, Lucas
Metz, Savannah Brown, Caitlin Lien, Geovanny
Loza, Avery Collier, Jaden Martin, Riley Jo Shaw,
Daniel Brown, and not pictured are Olivia Jacoby, Rilee Elms, and Maria Gudalupe Rodriguez
Sanchez.

BELC Students Make Poster
to Thank Bus Drivers

Congratulations to Gauge
Bloomer from Baker High
School who was selected
to play in the 2022 EastWest Shrine game this
summer!

Local contractors and
suppliers, check out our
bond website for current
and future bid opportunities:
www.bakersdbond.org

FFA Competes at District Competition
Students Celebrated 100 days of school

Congratulations to
Baker Future Farmers of America (FFA)
members who competed at Eastern Oregon University on
February 24, at the
District competition.
Neah Thomas won
the Secretary’s Book,
and Iriana Rosales
won the Treasurer’s
Book competitions.
In addition, Gretchen
Morgan was elected
as the District Vice
President, and Majestic Grove is currently
running for State FFA
Office.

Check out the brand new alumni website
to connect with other former students and
faculty! www.baker5jalumni.org

